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PS ALM Ixvii. Ver 2. 


at thy Way may be known upon 
Earth, thy ſaving. Health among 
all Nations. 


| MA this whole ?ſalm is E- 
Foal PS vangelical, and contains a ſub- 


of Chriſt's future Kingdom, 
Ex and its glorious Propagation 
rough the World, is generally agreed. 
deed, the View and "Deſign of the Ho- 
«wk is manifeſt to every conſidering 
eader of it; that it is an earneſt Pray- 
for the Enlargement of the Church, to 
e Joy of all Nations, and the Increaſe 
God's Bleſſings; that He wou'd be 
rciful to the whole Earth, in ſending 
e greateſt Benedicton, the promiſed 
eſis; wou'd Cauſe bis Face to ſhine, 
= (as it is in the other Verſion) Shew 
ny Light of his Countenance, that true 
ine Light, which lighteth every Man 
Wat cometh into the World; for ſo is 
riſt emphatically called in the Lan- 
jage both of the Old and New Teſta. 
pen TYO If 39579 Do ment. 
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Lak 1.79. ed in Zacharias's Prophecy; nay, he i 
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I/. 5. 2. ment. In Iſaiah, where he foretels on 
_ Savionr's Nativity, the People (ſays he? 

that walked in Darkneſs, (the Darknef 4 

of Ignorance and Idolatry) are ſaid 9 

have ſeen a great Light; and they tha 
dwell in the Land of the Shadow ii 
Death, upon them ſhall the Light ſhine WM 

and the very ſame Fxpreflion is repeat 


= * in both Teſtaments more peculiarly ae 


to be a Light to lighten the Gentiles. H 
Jeb. 8. 12. ſtyles himſelf the Light of the Worli 
his Goſpel is called a glorious ſhinig 

2Cer. 4. 4. Light; his Apaſtles and Preachers an 
in a ſubordinate Senſe, alſo name 

Matt, 3. Lights; and all true Believers are calle 
14, Children of the Light, and commande 
Luk.16.8 to rejoice in it; or, (as it is in the Ver 
ſes following my Text) let all the Pes 

ple therefore praiſe God, and let 4 

the Nations be glad and ſing for Jo 

No Compariſon could better. illuſtrai 

than this, the true Deſign and N 

nuine Effects of the Goſpel; for it ii 
in the Nature of Light to be diffuſive 
it ſpreads every way with incre dib 
Swiftneſs, viſits all the Corners of tl 
Earth, nothing is hid from the Healif 
thereof, and it brings (wherever i 
comes) chearing Joy, and healing und 
its Wings. x7 86-41 | „ 
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That God has been graciouſly.merciful - 
us, and bleſſed us, in ſhewing us this Lig 
of His - Countenance 3 in 1; ſhining up 
on us with his pureſt and, bright 
Beams, ſhould ever fill our Mouths wit 

Praiſe and Adoration > but then let 
ne 
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M L Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 5 


er cover this Light under our Buſn- 
confine” it (as the Pillar of Fire was) 
= any particular Nation or People; but 
cer induſtriouſly promote its natural 
fuſing and ſpreading, that God's Ways, 
Wis wonderful goings out, his righteous 
tutes, his gracious Covenant, may be 
own en Earth; his ſaving Health, 
ord of eternal Salvation which Jeſus 
riſt publiſhed, and which was to be 0 
Ends of the World, that giveth Health 
che broken in Heart, and ſpiritual 
edicine to heal their Sickneſs, unto all 
ions, that all the Ends of the Earth 
may fear Him, as it is in the Conclu- 
dn of this Pſalm. 


5 
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tro proſecute this truly Noble and 
riſtian Deſign of Propagating the Goſ- 
=; the Deſign for which our Saviour 
me into the World, and the very 
amiſſion He gave his Apoſtles and 
ir Followers when He was leaving it, 
ing: Go ye into all the World, and 
ach the ' Goſpel to every Creature: is 
very Buſineſs and Study of the wor- 
vn Members of that Society, before 

om 1 have the Honour to ſpeak. I 
not pretend to offer any Motives to 
een your Evangelical Zeal, with 
ach you are not already warmed, or to 
rccce a Duty you are ſo throughly con- 
ed of. The Subject ſeems to be ex- 
ted, and the many excellent Diſ- 
ie res you have heard on the Occaſi- 
cave ſcarce any thing new or un- 
do be added. Yet be pleaſed to 
Wit A 3 allow 
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allow me to lay before you ſome few Con- 9 
ſiderations on the following Heads. i 


1. Of the. Excellency of the great De. 
ſign you. are engaged in. 42 


II. Of the Oligations that lye on 2 
good Chriſtians to advance and pro- 
mote it. 4 4 
III. To ſaggeſt ſome likely Method % 
of Succeſs in this - glorious Under. 
N PR -= 

Laſtly, To mention the obvious Hin 
drances and Obſtructions of thi 
good Work, in order to their be. 
ing rem wet. 1 


2 
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9 
And Firſt, Of the Excellency of ti: 
great Deſign you are engaged in. Ti 
Diſcovery — Manifeſtation of Truth 
has been the Buſineſs, the Study of a 
wiſe Men ſince the World began; 19 9 
contemplate the wondrous , Ways au 
Works of God, gave birth to Philo 
phy, employ'd the great Genius's of A 
tiquity in Tracing ſecond Cauſes, i 
Examining the Diſpoſition, Beauty, an 
Harmony of the vilible Parts of He 
ven and Earth, till they aroſe, by De 
grees, to the firſt Almighty Cauſe 
whoſe Power and Godhead were cl: 


» 


7 ſeen from the Creation of the Mori 
being underſtood by the Things that "3 
made. | 4 
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: =* Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 7 
Now, if the Contemplation of this 
terial Book of Nature, which contains 
fly the firſt Rudiments of Divine 
nowledge, has ſuch irreſiſtible Charms, 
co engage the Thoughts and Applica- 
on of the worthieſt Men in all Times, 
bo ſpent their whole Lives in the un- 
earied Search, and free Communicati- 
n of this inferior Science: How much 
ore excellent moſt be the Study of the 
ook of Heaven, the ſuperior Know- 
age of the revealed Will of God? 
ow much more. uſeful the Opening 
is Divine Book, the Propagation of 
ach exalted Diſcoveries, the Inſtructing 
Mankind, not only in the Works of his 
rdinary Providence, the regular Syſtem 
f the firſt Creation, but in the Mani- 
eſtation of His infinite Love in the new 
ad better Creation, the Redemption of 
e World by Feſus Chrift, that ſaving 
ele unto all Nations; in the Diſco- 


cry of thoſe Heavenly Laws, ſo far a- 
Dove the rude and imperfe& Precepts of 
_ Philoſophy, or the moſt refined Di- 
aates of humane Wiſdom ? | 


The very beſt of their Doctrines for- 
ad only the outward groſs Acts of A- 
WP ultery, Murder, and the like heinous 
iss: But the Chriſtian Religion has 
ccched to the Root of all Moral Evils, 
od chained up our very irregular 
Vords, Thoughts, and Deſires, decla- 
ing even harſh Words and Anger to 
e Murder; and impure Wiſhes or Luſts, 
o be Adultery; has exalted common 
umanity, and extended it far beyond 
| A 4 the 
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the ordinary Bounds of Friends and A. 
quaintance, which was the utmoſt acl 
natural Wiſdom” could ſtretch, and be. 

ſtowed it even upon implacable Ene. 4 

mies; has commanded to love them, and 

do good to them, and to aſpire after 
Coach © a Divine Ferfection, as as is the very 
Temper of Heaven. | 2 


Can any Deſign be more Excellent, 
than to ſcatter and ſpread abroad thi 
glorious Light? to inſtruct Mankind Y 
in theſe moſt important Truths? Ig. 
norance is the common Parent of a 
Error; ſuch as have their Minds blinded, Bl 
may eaſily be led and betrayed into 9 
very Corruption; but this dark Vail the 4 
it upon their Hearts may be done away in| 
Chriſt; and how publick Benefactors then 
are they, who proſecute this 0 
Work? How beautiful are the Feet of if 
thoſe who bring ſuch Evangelia, ſuch 
good Tidings ; that publiſh Peace; that brinf 
fic ood Tidings of of Good, to ſuch as ſit 

Fir piritual Darknefs or Blindneſs, 0 
in the Shadow of eternal Death; tha: 
. publiſh Salvation to the Ends of the Earth. 


To ſuccour the Indigent, to feed the 
Hungry, to cover the Naked, to relieve 
the Sick and Diſtreſſed, are juſtly reck: a 
oned among 'the higheſt Acts of * 2 
ſtian Charity add Compaſſion: ; and yet Wil 
theſe remove only tranſient and .tempo- il 
rary Evils, reſpe& the Body, our periſ- ll 
ing Part, chiefly: Whereas the other 
more exalted Charity, ſupplies the moſt 


efential Wants, nn immortal 
* 4 


_ 


; ; Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


a ſ0o ftarving famiſhed Souls; cloaths 
tn Robes of Righteouſneſs, and ſove- 
ignly heals all the Maladies and Infir- 
tities of a corrupt Nature; does eter- 
il Good to the whole Man, and prin- 
pally to his never-periſhing Part. 


= A Defign worthy of the faithful Ser- 
Wants of that God, whoſe. Mercy and 
oring-kindneſs are unlimited; of the 
Diſciples of that Jeſus, who laid 
Non his Life to redeem all Mankind; 
ad of that Holy Catholick Church, whoſe 
Pore Doctrines we profeſs. 


And this introduces the Second 
ZHead of my Diſcourſe, viz. Of the O- 
Nligations that lie on all good Chriſtians 
eerefore to advance and promote it. 
ad if Riches and Profit can tempt 
een to travel the whole commercial 
world, with indefatigable Diligence, 
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ad through the moſt frightful Difficul- 
es, for a Gain that periſheth, and 
Which by a Thouſand Accidents they 
e ſcarce ever ſure of: If neither bar- 
rous Nations, unknown Languages, 
xtremes of Heat and Cold, Shipwrack 
Slavery, can diſcourage thoſe Miſſio- 


ar = Ta owt ww 
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c Wries of Trade from hazarding all, to 
- chaſe and obtain only Materials to 
„ Luxury and Extravagance, the gay 


mappings of Pride and Vanity, or new 
- emptations and Incentives to a more 
ondleſs Intemperance : If Ambition as 
ell as Avarice, it almoſt every Paſſion 
=_— Weakneſs of the Soul, has power 
oogh to emf y and ſend its Miſſio- 
64 | naries 
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_ naries through infinite Hazards and Dan. 
gers, to" -gratifie 10% Appetites, and pro. 
cure mean, little Satisfackions: Shall no 
Religion and Godlineſs, which is the lf 
trifeſt as well as greateſt Gain; ſnal 
not the Deſire of -ſyubdaing Infidelity, 1.8 
dolatry, and Superſtition; the Enlarginzi 
Chriſt's Kingdom, by deſtropiag the 
Power of the Devil, lay much ſtronge 
Obligations on all Heavenly- minded Soπ 


* 
on all good Chriſtians? ' eſpecially if 1 
conſider, that hereby we obey the e 
preſs Command of our Saviour, and 
imitate the Example of his bleſſel“ 
Apoſtles. That we hereby do the 
greateſt and moſt valuable Good; ani 

ovide for our Selves the higheſt Con 
fort, an eternal Reward; and more exceed 
ing Weight of Glory. 2 


The firſt Evangelical Miſſion we rea 
of, (unleſs we ſhould reckon the  ſendin3l 
the Son of God himſelf into the Wort 
to redeem Mankind, and His unwearie 
| going about during His whole Lit: 

doing Good, to be ohe) was that (fl 

Luk, 92, the Twelve Apoſtles, whom He con 
| manded to preach the Kingdom of Go nn 
Lak 10. and ſoon after He ſent the Seventy 
" * Diſciples, with the like Power and Con 
miſſion; and when He had fulfilled al 

the Prophecies in His Sufferings, Dea 

and Refurrection, with a Royal Aut 

rity He commands them to Go 

teach all Nations : To feed his Sheep an 

Lambs : To go into all the World, al 

| 45 —7 the Goſpel to every Creature. |" 

- Publiſhing fach divine Truths, was 

| i 
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fer | this | Cauſe came I into the World, 
R I might | bear witneſs to the Truth, 
d in Obedience to theſe repeated 
pmmands,. to the laſt ſolemn - Words 
cheir Sovereign Lord and Maſter, 
e read in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
boldly they preached the glad Ti- 
Was of the Goſpel both to Fews and 
ile; how they baffled the Malice 
ad N of the one, and the vain 
iloſophy of the others: How in Jour- 
s often, in Perils of all Sorts, in 
ies, in Wearineſs and Painfulneſs, in 

w atchings, Hunger, Thirſt, Cold, and Na- 
4%, Croſſes, Martyrdoms, and all the 
Ss oi diſcouraging Trials, they, by Meek- 
es, Patience, Innocency, and Cbriſtian 
durage, trinmphantly ſhewed forth the 


ef God unto Salvation. f 
at further; As the Souls of Men are 


no acquiſition. can be of equal Value 
ich chat of Eternal Happineſs : So con- 
quently, no greater Good can be done, 
zn to reſcue thoſe from the Domini- 
of Sin and the Devil, and to diſpel 
chick Darkneſs of Ignorance, Super- 
ition and Idolatry, by introducing the 
dyious Light of the Goſpel, which may 
ie and lead them to Immortal Li 

„ Glory, 


And the Charitable Perſons, who con- 
ibute hereto, can never better lay out 
eir Time, and Labour, and Riches, 
= or 


ry. Deſign of. our Saviour's own Miſſi- 
* To-this\ end was I bor, (ſays he) 2% 1g. 


1 e moſt precious Things in the World; 


37. 
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Jam. 5. 20 who thus convert Sinners from the dark| 


Dan. 12.3 


chiſts; and the Poor, by moſt earneſt i 


ders, Planters, and Merchants chiefly, 
_ diſperſed through the Heathen World, 


— — 
for the Retrieving ſo many otherwic 
poor loſt Creatures from ſpiritual Ty. 
ranny, and the Danger of Hell; the Peo. 
pling Heaven by ſuch new Colonies ; the 
Gaining ſo- many Souls, is a Purchaſe 
worth all the Pains and Treaſure in the 
World, becauſe it is a Purchaſe worth 
the ineſtimable Price of the Paſſion andi 
Death of the bleſſed Feſus. And thy 9 


Errors of ' their Ways, #ve | Sou; 
from Deb and * * Ell of Sin, | 
And they who thus turn many to Ric! 
teonſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars for eve, 


Doubtleſs Obligations are in ſome 
Meaſure laid upon every Order and De- 
e of Men among us, to contribute to 
o Chriſtian a Deſign. We all pray 
daily that God's Kingdow ſhould come; 
that the Church ſhould be enlarged, that ll 
myſtical Body of Chriſt thoroughly and 
compleatly built up, unto its perfet il 
Meaſure of Stature and Fulneſs ; and ought Wl 
not then every one to put his Hand il 
ſome Way to this good Work? The 
Clergy, by Preaching, Writing, and Per- 
ſonal Labours; and the Laity, by Ad- 
vice, Encouragement, and liberal Sub- 
ſcriptions; the Rich, by maintaining Miſ- 
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fionaries, ſupporting Schools and Catc- 


1 


1 
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Prayers to Almighty God for a Bleſ- g 
ſing on the Undertaking. But the Tra- 


who in their Factories and Settlements, 


having 
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ring - vaſt ' Eſtates by the In- 
ſtry and + Labours of thoſe four Infi- 
Is, muſt ſurely think themſelves more 
rticularly concerned to promote their 
ernal Happiseſs, and at an eaſie Ex- 
ee to repay them heavenly for tem- 
i Riches. 


Tis an indiſpenſable Debt of Grati- 
de we all owe; for we alſo once lay 
the like ſpiritual Obſcurity, and walk- 
as other Gentiles, having our Under- 
endings darkened, being alienated from the 
77% God, through the Ignorance that was 
a., becarſe of the Blindneſs of our Hearts; 
$81 by the Charitable Zeal and Piety o 
imitive Apoſtolical Miſſionaries, we be- 
e reconciled, our Eyes were opened to 
bold the wondrous things of God's Law. 


Let us therefore, in the Name of 
od, do as we have been done unto, 
d endeavour to carry the glorious 
Wight of the Goſpel to the uttermoſt 
nds of the Earth. Popiſh Zeal has be- 
n long before us, I will not ſay but 


their early religious Expeditions; how- 
ers they caſt .a kind of Reproach upon 
e former Coolneſs of our Proceedings, 
if we were not equally warmed: with 
== Deſire of Propagating the Goſpel. It 
do in our Power, effectually to re- 
ore that Objection, and by a becom: 
cs Zeal in this good Defign, to vindi- 
the Excellency of our Church and 
eformation. In order to this, let us 


I nat there m ight be ſome Political Views 


. 
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In the 174 Place vouſider ſome of = 
maſt ow 2.4 Metliods of Succeſs. "r'' 


The Romiſh Priefts "id Friars hav 
ſeveral ſeemingly conſiderable Advanta 
ges over us, in the Proſecution of thi 
Deſign; the Glare and ſhew of then 
Ceremonies; their Images, Pictures, an 
other ſenſible Objects of Devotion, 
little differing from many of the He 1 
then Superſtitions, cannot fail of makin 

an eaſie Impreſſion. upon prejudiced ea 

Minds, and will much facilitate ei 
boaſted. Converſions; an ignorant Pe 
ple may ſoon be perſuaded to chang 
one Idol for another, or quit an old 1 
perſtitious Practice for à new one. Som 
Doctrines too and Opinions, which ſym. 
bolize too much with Paganiſm, or an 4 4 
agreeable to their miſtaken Notions a, 
Religion, being readily aſſented to, of. 
ten occaſion à vain. Triumph in the 2 
Miſſionary thus (as Della Valle and Ber. 
xier, both Popiſh Travellers, do not 3 I 
own) the Brachmans and Heathen wiki 
Men did in Converſation defend their 
Idolatry by the very ſame non 3 
that the Catholicks (as they call — 
do their Image Worſhip. The mixing 
Fables and Legends with divine Story, 
the accommodating Scripture hronolo = 
By to the received Accounts of a conf 
ceited People, the Allowing a Latitude 2 
to ſome ſtrict Evangelical Precepts, that I 5 
they may better ſuit with the Prejudi- 

ces and Paſſions, and Luſts of Men, ca! al 
nor fail to draw in Proſelytes; but this Wl 
is not truly preaching the Goſpel, _ 3% 
rather 


® 7 Prei, o n of the Goſpel i in in Foreign Parts. 15 "5, 
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er teaching far Chriſtian Doctrines, 
nia and looſe Commandment: of Men. 
gir. accurate. Predictions too of E- 
pſes, with other . ſurpriſing Mathema- 
oh Diſcoveries; the ſhewing an ama- 

z unaccountable Experiment, or ſome 
iN 1 ange Piece of Mechaniſm, 1 
Nenne, and the like, artfully applied, 
7 A Fa paſs for Divine Miracles with 
3 rbarous, ignorant Nation, and be 
Fought to confirm, any Religion; but 
is is building upon Sand, Straw, and 
Y jubble ; ; thels 79 and Frauds, 
1 ever pious, and ſucceſsful, are nat 
| 4 E. Apoſtolical, were net the honeſt 
1 , 


ods 44 which the primitive Chri- 
1 pagate the Goſpel. Not 
-Y 0 I do readily own humane Arts 
4s Scicaces, a . Skill, perhaps 
14 * Phyſick, and Surgery, 
be very; N ubordinate Accom- 
3 lifhments o Miſſionary, and ſuch 
may uſefully inſinuate into the Aﬀe- 
3 logs of a Ans 2 9 to make * 


but ſince Miracles and the Gift of 
ongues, have ceaſed, the moſt likely 
ethods of Snaceſs in this great Under: 
ing em now to be, 


1 


=. A prudent. Choice 7 proper anz 
to be employed. 


A Competent Proviſion for them. 


A ſufficient. Number of Schools and 
Ar ta inſtruct Youth, and even 
| | Colleges 
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the Soctery for the 
Colleges to improve futther the' Natives YA 
ſo initiated, and ſuch as may be judg. 
ed moſt capable of being uſeful in the 
Work of the Miniſtry. | 


A regular and Apoſtolical Govern. 
ment of the Churches ſo planted, and ; 
ſtrict Obſervance of Eccleſiaſtical Dif. 
cipline. | | | 


LY 


In every one of theſe, all due Care 
has been taken by the Venerable 80. 
ciety; no better Qualifications can poſ - 
ſibly be ſuggeſted, than thoſe laid down Wl 
by them, concerning the Temper, Pru- 
dence, Learning, Converſation, Zeal and 
Diligence of their Miſſionaries ; nor more 
prudent Inſtructions thought of, with 
reſpect to themſelves or their Cures, 
than ſuch as (after ſtrict Examination 
and Approbation) are given to them up- 9 


on their Departure. 


All poſſible Diligence likewiſe is uſed 
to provide for their Support and Main- 
tenance; but Annual Subſcriptions, Roy- Wl 
al Briefs, voluntary Contributions, and 7 
Teſtamentary Legacies, have all hither- ſn 
to proved too narrow a Fund for this 
Great and Catholick Deſign. The Har- 
veſt truly is exceeding great, but the Li 
bourers yet too few; it is our Duty there- 
fore not only to pray the Lord of the 
Harveſt, to [ind forth Labourers into hi; 
Harveſt, but by all proper Means to 
encourage and enable ſuch Labourers to 
undertake this Work. Tour earneſt Zea! 
herein, has already provoked very many, 
and it is to be hoped, may have a ſuc- 

| | ceſsful 
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lufluence on the neighbouring 
FH which, as it agrees in the ſame 
Wy Conſtitution of Church and State, 
1s governed by the ſame Laws; fo 
nay likewiſe in the fame forward- 
of Mind, to the Adminiſtration of 
Chriſtian Service: It has already, in 
e Meaſure, furniſhed Miſſionaries, and 
miniſtred Seed to thoſe Sowers ; may 
by your- Example, wultiply the Seed 
, and increaſe theſe Fruits of Righ- 
jeſs, 


- t 


| 
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Schools, in a competent Meaſure, are 
dy eſtabliſhed in many Places, and 
e taken by Maſters and Catechiſts 
inſtruct the Negro Slaves, and the 
Idren of Natives, in the Principles 
= Chriſtian Religion, and Duties of 
\ rality. 1 = 


5 q College alſo 'is very ſoon deſign- 

do be Built in one of our Plan- 

ons, for the better Education and In- 

ion of Youth, as a Seminary of La- 
rers in that Vineyard. 


; And that thoſe Infant Churches may 
—_— more regularly Governed, it is ho- 
. that what was graciouſly intended by 
late Majeſty, of pious Memory, the 
abliſhment of one or more Biſhops 
thoſe Parts, will be effectually exe- 
ed by our preſent Sovereign; in or- 

to preſerve the Primitive Diſcipline 
= the Church, and to perform upon the 
ee, the neceſſary Epiſcopal Functions. 

* B Theſe 
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FTheſe are ſuch Methods, kick, 1 
1 far as Humane Prudence can - ſage f 
= might, by the -Bleſſing,.;of God, reaſu 
ably promiſe Succeſs, but alas our 
ver vigilant Enemy, who, if Alen Sl: 
and are not always on 9 — Wat 
will not fail to - ſow his Tres, an 
the good Seed, has nahappily, raiſed nl 
ny indrances and Obltrntons to thn_ 
Excellent Work : A 100 os 


I bod to conſider. And one 1 | 
ſucceſsful - Artifice the Devil makes . 
of, is the Sowing Unchriſtian Envyin:l 
and Siri fes, and Diviſions, in the Mi: 
of Men; this was a main Impedimely p 

* 

U 


to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, er 
in its pureſt Times; for while one ſai 
1 am ” Paul, and another, I am of 
pollos, are ye not Carnal, ſaith the 8 
ne M ad do ye not walk as Ain 
Wherever a Spirit of Party gets in, A 4 
Things of the World, and the Paſſion 1 
of Men, are commonly too much blend 
ed and mixed with the Things of Gol 
Humane Views and Political Marin 
do generally 'influence, though our Sa 1 
aur expreſly aſſures us, His Kingdonl 1 
this Kingdom of CHRIST which uc A 
are all ſtudying to enlarge, i, not 7 
this Worlds ins, certainly, will en 3 
ver effectualy propagate and ſpread it} 
but Evangelical Charity, mutual rorlf 
beaxance, and hearty united DR 
that as there is one Body, and one = 1 
ane . . F our Calling, one Lord, en 


Fail 10 . 9 


1 I 
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ith, one Baptiſm, one God | and Father 
all; fo all good | Chriſtians, who 
iſh well to this Work, ſhould ſtill en- 
wour to be like minded one towards 


1 1 ut her, according to Chriſt Jeſus; and with 
k I Mind, as well as one Mouth, thus glo- 


4 Second main Impediment to the 
Propagation of the Goſpel, is an in- 
Wiſcreet Zeal without Prudence; this 
as heretofore begot Croiſades, Inquiſi- 
= ions, Perſecutions, and ſet Men upo 
ll the wild and ridiculous Sallies 
Spiritual Knight Errantry. Indeed, an i 
emperate ungoverned Heat | muſt ſpoi 
Every! 00d Deſign; for Violence an 
= ury being generally its Companions, 
can never perſuade or convince ; it 
ay chance to make Men Hypocrites, 
et not Converts; for it often ſuppo- 
es no Religion to be ſufficiently pure 
hat is not in every” Circumſtance and 
eremony conformable to their ,. Noti- 
eas or Prejudices; and no Fervor to be 
piritual, but what is in an extreme. 
ot God is not in thoſe Tempeſtuous 
„,, that rend the Mountains, and break 
Pieces the Racks; nor in tumultuous 


"Earthquakes 3) nor in the Fire of an in- 
iccreet Zeal; but in the fill ſmall 
ie of Reaſon and Prudence. True 
= vangelical . Zeal bas warmth enough 
give a becoming Spring to Duty, 
ac do beat and enliven the Soul, with- 
ot ming the Paſſions. * 
B 2 55 
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1 win mention but one Hindrance 
more to the ſucceſsful Propagation of 
the Goſpel; but it is the greateſt and 
moſt ſcandalous of all; ; and that is, the 
ſhameful - wicked Lives and Practices of 
the generality of Chriſtians. 'For why 
ſhould we expect that Evangelical Do- 
Arines ſhould have more Force and In. 
fluence on the Minds of Heathens, than il 
they have on our Hearts? Or that il 
our practical Unbelief ſhould not, in 
ſome Meaſure, juſtifie their Speculz. IJ 
tive Infidelity? - When 'a Zealous Miſ- 
ſionary has, with the greateſt Demon- 
ſtration of the Spirit, enforced all the 0 
boly Truths of the Goſpel, and the 2 
Purity of its Precepts, to an honeſt bs 

4 
; 
* 


conlidering American, and left him no- 4 
thing reaſonable to reply; yet how i 
cau he ever get over this unanſwera- 4 
ble Obje cron? Sure (may the Indian 
197 his muſt all needs be Sophiſtry 8 4 

Impoſition, ſince your own Peo- | 
le do not believe you. Can they be 
eartily”” convinced of the Exiſtence of 
a juſt and Holy God, Righteous Laws, 
and à Future Judgment; who open) 
offend that God, daily break thoſe Y 
Laws,” and fin with Heaven and Hell 
(as you pretend) open before them, in 7 
heli Proſpect? What ſhould get br .3 
changing my Opinion? For it ſeems if 
1 way ſtill live as 1 do, according to I 
the Example of you” Chriſtians "1; 
my Mind is now-eafier ; I: have not the 
ſame inward Reproaches; 1' am nat half 
ſo abſurd or Sel condemned ; nay, 1 4 


4 q 
1 * 


„ a tv. 


— — — — — 
Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 21 


ececome one of yon, I might perhaps 
n ſome new and unnatural Crimes, 
known' to us Barbarians; as we have 
etofore done from the Spaniards; 1 
Wight deface the Dictates of my natural 
r, may become more wicked and 
ore debauched. ch SF LSE 


RT There is but one poſſible effetual An- 
er to this cruel Obje&ion, and that 
do live up to our acknowledged 

ofeſſions; to become Chriſtians in' Sin- 

= ity and Truth, as we are already in 
ame. Tis in every one's Power thus, 
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| 1 y the Grace of God, to propagate the 


oſpel; we may all hereby contribute 
well to the Converſion of Heathens 
id Infidels, as to the Salvation of our 
on Souls. A Holy Life and Conver- 
tion preaches Chriſt and his Doctrine 
auch more perſuaſively, than the beſt 
rmon; and the Subduing of Luſts, 
ortifying corrupt Appetites, and practice 
every Virtue, are the only powerful 
iracles left to us now; and Miracles 
ey are, in being expreſs bright Ap- 
eals to the Senſes of Men, in Honour 
—_ our Religion, wherewith we may con- 
ice the Incredulous. 5 


o Sum up all; If 1 have in ſome 
eaſure repreſented the great Impor- 
ere and Excellency of the Deſign we 
e engaged in, and the conſequent Ob- 
gz2tions of Profecuting it with our beſt 
adeavours; What ſhould hinder our 
eerfally falling inta the Methods I 
4 TY B 3 have 
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have mentioned, or elſe of Propoſing o- 
thers more likely to ſucceed? Is it not 3 
incumbent upon us at Yeaſt, to remove 

the notorious Bars and Impediments to 
ſo good a Work? The Honour of Re- 
ligion, the Salvation of Souls, the Love 
of JESUS, the Love of our Brother, 
the Love of the Publick, and the Hopes 
of Heaven, do all concur powerfully to 
cxcite' us to promote and advance this 
Chriſtian Deſign. It is one of the moſt 
likely Ways to procure God's Blefling 
upon our own Church and State, our 
gracious King and His Government, our 
publick Councils, and to ſecure all the hap- 
py Advantages we at preſent enjoy, 
and a Continuance of the Goſpel in its 
Purity to our Selves, and to our lateſt Po. 
ſterity. But if we prove Careleſs and 
Negligent in this Work of Faith and 
Labour of Love; if we grow ſo indif. Wl 
ferent in Religion, as to be unconcern- 
ed at its Progreſs; if after putting ow 
Hands to this Plow, we look back, we 
are not fit for the Kingdom of God, and 
He may be provoked to remove His 
Candleſtick from us. | 


God in His own due Time will un- 
doubtedly cauſe the Fulneſs of the Gen- 
tiles to come in; and how glorious 
and comfortable a, Preſage of that hap- 
py Time, would a generous: Encourage- 
ment be of this Undertaking now ? 
What a diſtinguiſhing Honour is it to 
be thought worthy to be His Inſtru- 
ments in bringing to paſs ſuch His gra- 

cions 
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in making good His Word, in 
ing the Promiſes that He has 
| e, and in ſo ſetting forth the Glo- 
\ 
f 


df His Goodneſs and Truth? Ma 
good God inſpire us all with ſuc 
Chriſtian Zeal and Evangelical 
rity, as may prove effectual to the 
argement of His Kingdom, ther His 
y may be known upon Earth, His ſa- 
Health among all Nations. Amen. 
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